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From The President and Editor: Happy New Year to 

everyone as we change the calendar another year. I hope 

everyone had great Christmas season, and that the New 

Year of 2017 brings happiness to all. 

It won’t be that long until spring is here again, so I hope 

everyone has a winter building project in the works. It is 

always interesting to see what different club members 

have built [or bought] for the new flying season. I have 

been busy these past months going through all of my 

flying machines inspecting them, and replacing the worn or broken parts. I have also decided to 

rebuild my old but dependable Trex 450 helicopter, which sustained moderate crash damage late 

in the summer season. I am still undecided as what to build new this winter season. 

Indoor Flying continues on most Friday nights this winter at the East Junior High in Wisconsin 

Rapids. Please see the schedule in this newsletter if you would like to join us for a great time. I 

find that the indoor flying keeps my flying skills up during the long Wisconsin winters, and 

when spring comes I am not as rusty at flying as I would have been had I not flown indoors. 



It would be of interest if we could have a presentation or demonstration of some kind at the 

monthly meetings. In this New Year, I will lead things off with a short demonstration on how to 

do soldering, or at least what techniques have worked for me over the years. If anyone has a skill 

that they could share with fellow club members, please see me and we’ll get you a spot after the 

monthly meeting.  

That’s all I have for now, so I hope to see you at the monthly meeting. If you have something 

that you would like to show, bring it along for a presentation after the business meeting. 

Don 

 

 

Indoor Flying Dates for 2017 
 

Indoor Flying has started for the 2016-2017 season. Flying takes place on Friday evenings from 

7:00 P.M. until 10:30 P.M. at the East Junior High School in Wisconsin Rapids. Here are the 

remaining dates that we will be flying Indoors for the 2016-2017 seasons. 

 

January  6, 13, 20, 27,   2017 

February  3, 10, 24,   2017 

March  3, 10, 17, 24,   2017 

April  7, 21,   2017 

 

 

RULES 

All airplanes will be electric or rubber band. 

No combustible engines allowed 

No airplanes more than 16 ounces. 

 

Rules for inside Heli area flying. 

• All helicopters will be flown on the rubber floor area only.  

• Helicopter with up to 255mm blade will be allowed to sport , 3d, or trick fly. 

• Helicopter with blades up to 325mm blades will be allowed to scale fly or a low key style... NO 

TRICKS 

• NO Helicopters over 325mm blades will be allowed. NO exceptions. 

 

• All multi-rotors up to units with blades up to 5” may fly sport, 3d or trick. 

 

• All multi-rotor with blades larger than 5” but smaller than 10” will only be allowed to fly scale or low 

key style. NO TRICKS 

 

• While flying either a Helicopter or a Multirotor in Sport , 3d or Trick with a 3cell or larger battery a 

spotter is required.  

 

• Anytime a Spotter is required only 1 Heli/ Multi Rotor can be flown in the designated area at that time.  

 

• All flying must be done from the flight line. 

 

• When walking on to the floor to retrieve a downed unit you must announce to other flyer you are doing 

so. 



Take More Chances—

Enjoy More Crashes  

 

As you gain in skills, you will take more 

chances. For instance, an outside loop with a 

trainer! Well, you just learned that the 

typical trainer will not do an outside loop 

(outside loop—from straight and level flight, 

push down; go down and around to straight, 

and level flight again.) When your trainer 

has reached the inverted position and is 

trying to go up while inverted, it either 

won’t climb or falls off to the side. The 

likely result is a crash. The definite result is 

a learning experience. Don’t give in to the 

temptation to blame your airplane, radio, the 

wind, the sun, or anything else external. The 

fault lies with your urge to try something 

new. Congratulations! You are well on your 

way to becoming an excellent flier. Now, 

how does a beginning flier get out of a 

difficult situation? The answer, my friend—

it depends. In the above outside loop 

situation, the experienced flier would stay in 

inverted flight and level off. Then either 

give up to do a half-inverted inside loop, or 

do a half roll to level flight. This comes with 

experience—experience in getting out of 

tight situations. The flier who never gets into 

a difficult situation—that is, never takes a 

chance—never progresses.  

Is there a general method for getting out of 

trouble? Yes, only one. Before you try it, 

think about it and think about things that can 

go wrong. Remember the “three mistakes 

high” rule. You might want to discuss your 

attempts with an instructor beforehand. You 

definitely want to discuss your new 

maneuvers with someone more experienced 

afterward. If only to brag or find out what 

went wrong. Oh, one more thing. Please 

make sure your attempts are safely out over 

the field, never near the pits. 

 

 

Upcoming Area Events 

 

January 
1/8/2017 -- Waukesha, WI (C) RC 

AUCTION & SWAP ELECTRIC INDOOR 

FLYING. Site: 1000 Northview Rd. Thomas 

Kunath CD PH: 2625491820 

Email: takunath@sbcglobal.net. Sanction 

#17/47. 2.4GHz, RC only, 1302 max 

including battery. 13in max heli blade 

diameter, 8in max multirotor. Sponsor: 

MILWAUKEE ASSOCIATION OF R/C 

CLUBS 

 

March 

 
3/5/2017 -- Appleton, WI (E) 33RD 

ANNUAL R/C SHOW & AUCTION. Site: 

2311 W Spencer St. Tim Stadler CD PH: 

920.475-3998 

Email: flyvam60@gmail.com. 

Visit: flyvam.com. Location; Monarch 

Gardens. Doors open @ 8am. 120+ free 

tables. Commercial Vendor tables $20. 

Admission $5. Food & drinks available, 

large raffle, auction, and bring models for 

static model display. Flight simulators and 

more! Sponsor: VALLEY AERO 

MODELERS, INC 

 

 

2017 Club Membership Renewal 
 

It’s not too early to start thinking about 

renewing your club membership for 2017. 

Club membership runs from January 1
st
 

through December 31
st
 of each year, and 

getting your renewal in early will avoid a 

lapse in membership. Memberships may be 

renewed at our monthly meetings or mailed 

to our club treasurer. See the attached 

membership form. 
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How Fast is My Airplane? 
 

A good radar gun or some type of speed trap 

is the most accurate way to determine your 

airplane's speed. To get a fairly good idea of 

how fast your airplane flies—without any 

high-tech equipment—is quite easy. All you 

need to know is the rpm and pitch (in 

inches) of the propeller. The propeller pitch 

is the distance the propeller will advance in 

one revolution. (Technical Editor's note: The 

pitch is actually slightly less than that, but 

close enough to use for this purpose.) To 

find the speed, follow this simple equation: 

rpm x pitch x .000947 = speed. The .000947 

converts the pitch inches and the revolutions 

per minute into miles per hour. For example, 

if your motor has a propeller with a 6-inch 

pitch that turns at 12,000 rpm, the airplane 

will probably have a top speed of roughly 68 

mph. (12,000 x 6 x .000947 = 68 mph.) If 

your model is aerodynamically clean, this 

figure will be close; however, if you have a 

draggy airplane—such as rigged biplane—

you could lose 10% to 20% of your speed.  

 

 

 

River Valley Flyer 

December Meeting 

Notice 

 

When: Wednesday,  January 4
th

-

2017 @ 6:30 P.M. at Hardees at 

1821 Eighth Street in Wisconsin 

Rapids 

 

 

 

 

This Newsletter Editor Needs Your 

Help 

As your newsletter editor, I am always 

looking for articles to fill the newsletter with 

each month. Some months there is a lot of 

material to fill the pages with, and some 

months there is not. 

If you have something that you would like to 

share with your fellow modelers, be it a 

recent build, a day of flying, or just some 

news that you think you would like to share,  

send it to me. 

If you have some photos that you would like 

to share, you can send them this way too and 

I’ll get them published in the next issue of 

this newsletter. 

.Just send them to me at my e-mail 

dancz823@charter.net   or you can snail 

mail them to me at 1823 Bobby Lane, 

Stevens Point, WI 54482. 

Thanks  Don 
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River Valley Flyers Model Aircraft Club 
2017 Membership Form 

The “River Valley Flyers” are a model aircraft flying group interested in all aspects of Model 

Aviation and are located in Central Wisconsin. We are a chartered Academy of Model 

Aeronautics [AMA] club. All club members must also be AMA Members. We maintain a flying 

site in southern Portage County in the Township of Grant in the Central Wisconsin area. 

 Membership Categories and Dues 

Full Adult Membership....$40  

Age eighteen years and older by January 1
st
 of the year of application. Includes voting rights and 

club field usage rights.  
 

Family/Group Membership....$45 

All members covered by a Family/Group Membership must have a direct spouse or offspring 

relationship, Father-Son, Husband –Wife and or Junior Member. Includes voting rights [except 

for junior members] and club field usage rights. 
 

Junior Membership....$15 

Under age eighteen years old by January 1
st
 of year of application. All junior members need to be 

sponsored by a Full Adult Member even though they are not related by an offspring relationship. 

Includes field usage rights but no voting rights. 
 

Guest Membership:....$20 For someone who belongs to another local club but wishes to access 

our field for flying as well. Includes field usage rights but no voting rights. Must send a copy of 

current  AMA and Local Club Membership Cards with application. 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION (PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY) 

Please bring completed application form below with proof of AMA to RVF meeting or mail to:  

Roger Denne’e  441 Brentwood Drive, Wisconsin Rapids Wisconsin Wisconsin 54494  

Make checks payable to River Valley Flyers 

 

Name:______________________________________________________ 

Address:____________________________________________________ 

City:_______________________________________  Zip:_____________ 

Phone:______________________  E-Mail__________________________ 

AMA#________________   Membership Category:___________________ 

Dues Enclosed:_________________ 


