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From The President and Editor: Let me start out by saying, I hope 

everyone had a great Christmas season for 2017, and I would like to wish 

everyone a safe and prosperous New Year for 2018. 

Now that we are in the midst of the winter season, I am sure there is not 

too much outdoor flying taking place [especially with the recent blast of 

arctic air we have been stuck in]. I am sure a brave few will get out a time 

or two before spring arrives, and get in a few flights, but most of us are 

done till the spring weather returns in March or April. 

I’ve spent the last month doing “winter maintenance” on all of my aircraft, and even though the 

flying fleet is all electric now, it is amazing what got overlooked during the flying season. I 

found wires that were rubbing against bulkheads and a few loose screws on the servos. I even 

found a few brittle and loose glue joints holding down the pushrods. Even though they were not 

in a failure state, they did need attention. I also made time to lower my inventory [throw out] of 

some old equipment that had been lying in the drawer for many years. Even though most of it 

still works, I got rid of it because it had been sitting in my shop for years and I wasn’t sure how 



reliable they would be because of age. I was amazed at how much I have accumulated after all 

these years in the hobby. 

The indoor flying is starting up again on Friday January 5
th

. Please see the schedule near the end 

of this newsletter for exact times. We will also hold our winter club meetings on the first Friday 

of the month around 6:30 p.m. at the East Junior High Field House before the flying begins. This 

is something new we will try this winter to eliminate driving twice in one week on winter roads, 

as some of the members and officers do travel a long distance to get there. It will begin at the 

January meeting and run through the April meeting.  

That’s all for now, see you at the indoor flying. 

Don 

  

  

[Editor’s Note: I found this article on the internet about winter flying and thought it may be good 

reading with the recent onslaught of cold winter weather here in Wisconsin] 

Winter Flying with Electric Flight 

Unlike our glow-flying colleagues, we don’t have to do any tinkering in the cold to get our 

propellers turning. Just flip a couple of switches, and fly! There are a few things we should 

consider though. 

Clothing 

Flying R/C is not very vigorous exercise, and it’s easy to catch a chill or even frostbite when 

flying in the winter. This is made even worse by the fact that the R/C pilot is usually standing in 

a wide open area, unprotected from the wind. So the first order of business is to get bundled up 

warm enough for the conditions. 

A typical winter flying landscape is usually a wide open space. The wind can be really cold when 

standing in an open field, so dress warmly. 

On cold days, I prefer a warm winter coat, snow pants, warm waterproof boots, and a toque. The 

latter is important, because a great deal of body heat escapes through the head. Even if the coat 

has a hood, I prefer the toque because the hood blocks my peripheral vision (useful for spotting 

utility poles on a collision course with your model). 

Another important part of winter flying apparel is a good pair of gloves. I’ve done a lot of 

searching for the ideal pair, and have found two ideas that work well. For slightly cold weather, I 

use a pair of ladies chenille gloves with little rubber grip dots all over them. These are reasonably 

thin yet protect well from the cold, and give a good grip on the transmitter or that plane I’m hand 

launching. For extremely cold weather, I use a three layer concoction, a thin knitted ladies’ 

glove, covered with a latex surgical glove to block the wind and provide grip, covered with a 

thick wool fingerless glove. 



The reason both of these ideas involves ladies’ gloves is that there seem to be no good mens’ 

gloves useful for anything more precise than cutting down trees or roping cattle. It’s important to 

be able to feel the position of the transmitter sticks. 

One item that is extremely important is a good pair of sunglasses. In the summer, the sky is 

bright, and sunglasses are required. In the winter, the sky can be even brighter (because the sun is 

low), and the snow covered ground is brighter still. Without a pair of dark glasses, it’s easy to 

lose your model in the sky, or against the white fields. I use Zurich R/C sunglasses, because they 

are a wrap-around design which keeps the cold wind out of my eyes, and they are quite dark. 

It is well known that you can get sunburned in the winter, and that it’s a good idea to put some 

sun protection on your face. I’ve never done this, but I have to admit that my winter flying 

sessions are usually at most half an hour or so. Furthermore, I do most of my winter flying facing 

north to keep the plane out of the low-lying sun. However, if you plan to spend the whole day 

flying, I’d recommend a good sun lotion. 

Boots, snow pants, a warm jacket, gloves, a toque, and dark sunglasses are essential winter flying 

apparel. 

Equipment 

Now that we’ve taken care of the pilot, let’s look at any special considerations our equipment 

might need. 

Electronics 

Most modern electronic circuitry, such as that in your transmitter, receiver, servos, and speed 

control will work fine in extremely cold conditions. One notable exception is the liquid crystal 

display (LCD) found on most computer radios. In extremely cold weather, the display on a 

computer radio can become sluggish, or even freeze up and turn black. This is usually not a 

problem as long as you don’t need to look at the display to reprogram your radio in the field. The 

display should recover once it has been brought back into a warmer environment. 

The mechanical parts of the equipment are more prone to potential problems. Different materials 

expand and contract at different rates as the temperature changes, and it is possible for a slightly 

loose connection or a cracked circuit board to suddenly become inoperative. Therefore, it’s 

important to let your equipment adapt to the cold temperature, and then to test everything, 

including doing a range check, before flying. Everything should work as well as it does in the 

summer. If it doesn’t, then something is probably amiss. 

Servos too can be affected by the cold. The nylon gears will become harder in cold weather, and 

the grease inside the servos will thicken. They will most likely make more noise, and perhaps 

draw slightly more current than they do in the summer time. As long as they are moving freely, 

no harm should come to them (they might be more susceptible to crash damage though). 



When you’re done flying for the day, turn everything off, and take it home. Once you get it 

inside, let everything sit for a few hours before turning it back on. Condensation will often form 

on the equipment both inside and out (especially if your home has a humidifier), and it’s 

important to let this dry off before applying power. Putting everything in front of a fan will help. 

Batteries 

The good news is that current flows more easily through cold wires than it does through warm 

wires, which means that electrical losses in your plane’s wiring, speed control, and motor will be 

less. The bad news is that our nickel-cadmium (NiCd) and nickel-metal-hydride (NiMH) cells 

don’t work as well in the cold. 

On a bright cloudy day, the lighter colored parts of a plane can disappear against the background. 

To get around this, it’s best to use the battery packs when they are fresh off the charger. Most 

chargers leave the packs slightly warm at the end of the charge, so using them right away will 

result in better performance (if the packs are warm, they won’t know that it’s cold outside). On 

subsequent flights with the same pack, performance will likely improve, since the packs tend to 

get very warm during flight. 

If you do charge several packs before going to the field, keep them in an inside pocket in your 

coat, or in a cooler with a heat pack or hot water bottle. 

One advantage of the cold weather is that it doesn’t take very long after a flight to cool the pack 

down enough to recharge it. A few minutes in the icy breeze is usually sufficient. If you’re in a 

real hurry, place the pack in a waterproof bag and set it in the snow. Warm packs also make good 

hand warmers between flights. 

Airframes 

Various models are affected by temperature to varying degrees. 

Some plastics become very brittle in the cold weather, and are prone to shattering. This can make 

some ARF models a bit fragile during winter flying. A crash that might have resulted in a bounce 

or minor damage in the summer can produce a jigsaw puzzle in the winter. Even built-up kit 

models can suffer this problem with their plastic covering materials. I once made a "poor 

landing" with my Great Planes Spectra sailplane, and had all the Monokote on one wing panel 

break into lots of little pieces. 

In general, the potential for damage is only higher during bad landings or crashes. I’ve never had 

a model damaged in the course of normal winter flying. 

One thing to check before flying is the position of all the control surfaces. Depending on the 

materials involved, your model and the pushrods can shrink at different rates as the temperature 

drops. Some brands of nylon pushrods have this problem when used in balsa models. Others, like 

the Dubro Lazer rods, don’t seem to change length at all relative to the model and are great for 



winter flying. If you don’t mind the slight extra weight, 0.070-inch steel pushrods work well too. 

I switched to these in my Sig LT-25 when I found serious trim changes during winter flying. 

If you do use pushrods that change length, be sure to let the model cool down to the ambient 

temperature before the first flight, and then adjust the trim. You might still find trim changes are 

required in flight, depending on how warm it gets inside your model from the motor battery. 

One final consideration is the propeller. Just as the nylon gears in the servos will become harder 

and more brittle, so will a nylon propeller. Make extra sure that there are no nicks or scratches in 

your propeller, since it is far more likely to shatter in the cold weather than it would in the 

summer. Better yet, use a wooden propeller. 

There’s nothing quite like flying from skis, especially while your glow-power buddies are 

freezing their nitro-covered fingers trying to start cold engines. 

Skis 

If you are flying hand-launched models, there’s really no difference from summer flying. Just 

make sure your gloves have enough grip that the model doesn’t slide out of your hands when you 

launch it. 

In my opinion though, there’s nothing as beautiful as taking off and landing on skis (well, taking 

off and landing on floats is probably more beautiful). There are a number commercially available 

skis in a variety of sizes, and most come with fairly detailed instructions on how to mount them. 

These are usually sold in terms of the size of glow plane they are meant for, so you’ll have to use 

your judgement as to the best size to get for your model. As a rule of thumb, you’ll want about 

14 square inches of skis per pound of airplane. 

Even if your model is normally hand launched, consider adding a set of skis for winter flying. As 

a matter of fact, I flew my hand-launch models from skis for several winters before ever flying a 

model with wheels. 

If your model has floats (or is a flying boat type design), you can fly it from the snow as-is. 

There’s no need to switch to skis. 

Snow 

It is said that the Inuit have dozens of different words for snow, and I’m sure they have a few for 

the kinds of snow suitable for winter R/C flying. Unfortunately, I don’t know what they are, so 

we’ll stick to English. 

Fresh snow is the least suitable, because it is too soft. If your model sinks into the snow more 

than an inch or so, you’re probably going to have trouble getting it to move. 

Snow that has been sitting for a few days is better. It will have had a chance to settle and become 

firmer, giving a good base for the plane to travel over. 



Very hard packed snow and even ice work too, although ground steering becomes difficult, since 

the model can slide sideways as easily as it can slide forwards. Some skis come with optional 

skate-like blades which bolt on for operation from ice, making it easier for the plane to track in 

the direction it is pointed. 

Wet snow can be troublesome, as it tends to stick to the skis. Although I haven’t tried it, a good 

coating of an appropriate ski wax might help. 

The amount of snow you need depends on the surface under the snow. If you are flying from a 

plowed field, you’ll need a lot of packed snow to fill in the bumps and furrows. A mowed grass 

field on the other hand requires very little snow. I fly from a hay field, which usually has about 

10 inches of growth by the time the snow falls, so I have to wait for four or five inches to fall and 

and flatten the hay before I can fly. The few bits of hay that stick through the snow are usually 

not a problem. 

Unless the snow is hard packed, be careful where you walk. It’s all to easy to fill your flying 

field with holes that your plane can fall into while taxiing. If possible, land with some power 

remaining so you can taxi back to where you are standing, rather than having to walk across the 

field to retrieve your model. 

Flying 

The difference between flying on a hot summer’s day and in the depths of winter is quite 

astounding. Take-offs are quicker (unless the snow is thick), and climb rate is greatly improved. 

The reason for this is that cold air is much denser. 

For example, on an 80 Fahrenheit (27 Celsius) day at 1000 feet above sea level, the air is 

equivalent to 2500 feet above sea level. But on a 5 Fahrenheit (minus 15 Celsius) day at 1000 

feet, the air is equivalent to 2500 feet below sea level! That’s a 5000 foot difference, or the 

difference between flying on the coast or in Denver. 

So, with all the advantages that electric models have for winter flying, why not go out and keep 

your flying skills current? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

A Bit from Our Safety Officer on Winter Safety 
 

Hello flyers, well maybe indoor flyers! I cannot imagine anyone at the flying field given the 

number of below zero days we have had in December. If anyone has been to the field recently, I 

sincerely hope that you will study the following article I happened to run across as it may save 

your life. Above all DO NOT go to the field alone in this weather. I do not expect everyone to 

carry everything listed here but please give some of the basic items a bit of consideration. It may 

save your life!  

I hope everyone had a safe Christmas and Happy New Year to all! 

 

How to Make a Winter Survival Kit  

Everyone should carry a Winter Survival Kit in their 

car. In an emergency, it could save your life and the 

lives of your passengers. Here is what you need:  

 a shovel  

 windshield scraper and small broom  

 flashlight with extra batteries  

 battery powered radio  

 water  

 snack food including energy bars  

 raisins and mini candy bars  

 matches and small candles  

 extra hats, socks and mittens  

 First aid kit with pocket knife  

 Necessary medications  

 blankets or sleeping bag  

 tow chain or rope  

 road salt, sand, or cat litter for traction  

 booster cables  

 emergency flares and reflectors  

 fluorescent distress flag and whistle to attract 

attention  

 Cell phone adapter to plug into lighter 

A Winter Car Kit 
 

 

Kit tips: 

 Store items in the passenger compartment in case the trunk is jammed or frozen shut.  

 Choose small packages of food that you can eat hot or cold. 

 

 

http://readywisconsin.wi.gov/media/video/car_kit.wmv
http://readywisconsin.wi.gov/media/video/car_kit.wmv
http://readywisconsin.wi.gov/media/video/car_kit.wmv


911 tips: 

 If possible, call 911 on your cell phone. Provide your location, condition of everyone in 

the vehicle and the problem you're experiencing.  

 Follow instructions: you may be told to stay where you are until help arrives.  

 Do not hang up until you know who you have spoken with and what will happen next.  

 If you must leave the vehicle, write down your name, address, phone number and 

destination. Place the piece of paper inside the front windshield for someone to see. 

Survival tips: 

 Prepare your vehicle: Make sure you keep your gas tank at least half full.  

 Be easy to find: Tell someone where you are going and the route you will take.  

 If stuck: Tie a florescent flag (from your kit) on your antenna or hang it out the window. 

At night, keep your dome light on. Rescue crews can see a small glow at a distance. To 

reduce battery drain, use emergency flashers only if you hear approaching vehicles. If 

you're with someone else, make sure at least one person is awake and keeping watch 

for help at all times.  

 Stay in your vehicle: Walking in a storm can be very dangerous. You might become lost 

or exhausted. Your vehicle is a good shelter.  

 Avoid Overexertion: Shoveling snow or pushing your car takes a lot of effort in storm 

conditions. Don't risk a heart attack or injury. That work can also make you hot and 

sweaty. Wet clothing loses insulation value, making you susceptible to hypothermia.  

 Fresh Air: It's better to be cold and awake than comfortably warm and sleepy. Snow can 

plug your vehicle's exhaust system and cause deadly carbon monoxide gas to enter 

your car. Only run the engine for 10 minutes an hour and make sure the exhaust pipe is 

free of snow. Keeping a window open a crack while running the engine is also a good 

idea.  

 Don't expect to be comfortable: You want to survive until you're found. 

 

See you in the Spring, 

Larry Chamberlin 

Safety Officer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Indoor Flying 2018 

 

The Indoor Flying is here again for 2017-

2018. It will be at the same place as in the 

past, The East Jr. High School Fieldhouse, 

311 Lincoln Street, Wisconsin Rapids. 

54494. Enter in on the East side of the field 

house. Time will be from 7PM to 10:30PM. 

To fly, you have to be an AMA member, but 

not a member of "River Valley Flyers 

Airplane & Helicopter" Club. Cost is $5.00 

per pilot or $10.00 for flying family, 

Spectators free. For those of you that flew 

last year, nothing has really changed. This 

flying season is the last season that we will 

have at this field house, as the school will be 

closing down. Here are the remaining dates 

for the 2017-2018 seasons. 

 

January 5. 12, 19, 26, 2018 

February 2, 9, 23, 2018 

March 2, 9, 16, 23, 2018 

April 6, 13, 20, 20, 2018 
 

Roger Denne'e 

RVF Indoor Flying Coordinator 

715-572-4880 

dennee@wctc.net 

 

 

 

 

2018 RVF Club Membership 

Renewal 
 

It’s time to start thinking about renewing 

your club membership for 2018 if you have 

not yet done that. Club membership runs 

from January 1
st
 through December 31

st
 of 

each year, and getting your renewal in early 

will avoid a lapse in membership. 

Memberships may be renewed at our 

monthly meetings or mailed to our club 

treasurer. 

 

Upcoming Area Events 
 

January 2018 
 

1/7/2018 -- Green Bay, WI (E) ALL R/C SWAP 

MEET & AUCTION. Site: 3002 Bay Settlement 

Rd. Paul Meyers CD PH: 920.866.9194 Email: 

flyboy42victor@yahoo.com. Visit: gbmac.com. 

8 am - 12 pm. Admission $5, 12 & under FREE. 

Free tables, acutions throughout the morning. 

Food & refreshments available. Incredible raffle 

prizes & 50/50. Bad Brad accessories & more. 

Sponsor: GREEN BAY MODEL AIRPLANE 

CLUB 

 

1/28/2018 -- West Bend, WI (E) R/C AUCTION 

& SWAP. Site: 3000 Pleasant Valley Rd. Scott 

Jones CD PH: 414/446-5809 Email: 

onehobby@happyhobby.com. 9am-2pm. 

Washington County Fair Park Pavilion. Entry 

$5. All tables $20 each. For table reservations 

call Laurie at 414-461-6013. Sponsor: 

MILWAUKEE ASSOCIATION OF R/C 

CLUBS. 
 

March 2018 
 

3/4/2018 -- Appleton, WI (E) 34TH 

ANNUAL R/C SHOW & AUCTION. Site: 

2311 W Spencer St. Tim Stadler CD PH: 

920.757.9238 Email: timflight1@aol.com. 

Visit: flyvam.com. Location; Monarch 

Gardens. Doors open @ 8am sharp $5 (7am 

early admission fee $20 - 2 table maximum) 

120+ free tables. Food & drinks available. 

Large raffle, auction and bring models for 

static model display. Flight simulators and 

more. Sponsor: VALLEY AERO 

MODELERS, INC 
 

River Valley Flyer January 

Meeting Notice: To be held 

on Friday January 5
th

 2018 

at The East Junior High 

Gym @ 6:30 P.M before the 

flying begins. 

mailto:dennee@wctc.net
mailto:flyboy42victor@yahoo.com
http://gbmac.com/
mailto:onehobby@happyhobby.com
mailto:timflight1@aol.com
http://flyvam.com/


River Valley Flyers Model Aircraft Club 
2018 Membership Form 

The “River Valley Flyers” are a model aircraft flying group interested in all aspects of Model 

Aviation and are located in Central Wisconsin. We are a chartered Academy of Model 

Aeronautics [AMA] club. All club members must also be AMA Members. We maintain a flying 

site in southern Portage County in the Township of Grant in the Central Wisconsin area. 

 Membership Categories and Dues 

Full Adult Membership....$40  

Age eighteen years and older by January 1
st
 of the year of application. Includes voting rights and 

club field usage rights.  
 

Family/Group Membership....$45 

All members covered by a Family/Group Membership must have a direct spouse or offspring 

relationship, Father-Son, Husband –Wife and or Junior Member. Includes voting rights [except 

for junior members] and club field usage rights. 
 

Junior Membership....$15 

Under age eighteen years old by January 1
st
 of year of application. All junior members need to be 

sponsored by a Full Adult Member even though they are not related by an offspring relationship. 

Includes field usage rights but no voting rights. 
 

Guest Membership:....$20 For someone who belongs to another local club but wishes to access 

our field for flying as well. Includes field usage rights but no voting rights. Must send a copy of 

current  AMA and Local Club Membership Cards with application. 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION (PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY) 

Please bring completed application form below with proof of AMA to RVF meeting or mail to:  

Bob  O'Connor  2220 Loveland Drive Wisconsin Rapids Wisconsin 54494 

Make checks payable to River Valley Flyers 

 

Name:______________________________________________________ 

Address:____________________________________________________ 

City:_______________________________________  Zip:_____________ 

Phone:______________________  E-Mail__________________________ 

AMA#________________   Membership Category:___________________ 

Dues Enclosed:______________________ 


