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 From the President: It is hard to believe that another year has come and gone, but 

the calendar tells me that this is true. So, let us say goodbye to 2020 and hello to 

2021 and welcome in the New Year with hope and optimism for it to be a really 

great year. With all that has happened in the last year, I hope you were able to find 

enjoyment in the good things that happened that year too, and had some fun while 

doing it. I am looking forward to spending more time together 

in 2021. 

  

Over the past months, I have been trying to understand the 

FAA’s new rules regarding Remote ID requirements. They 

have been working to establish new rules for UAS (Unmanned 

Aerial Systems) that include the model aircraft we fly in our 

hobby (those from .55 lbs. to 55 lbs.), as well as other types of 

drones including commercial drones. The ruling is going to implement the use of 

Remote ID to all unmanned aircraft in that weight range in the near future. In late 

December the FAA published those rules in a 470-page document, that covers all 

the rules that are coming for all unmanned aircraft. The one thing that got my 



attention was the section on “Unmanned Aircraft without Remote Identification 

Equipment”, which talks about the exceptions to having Remote ID as a 

requirement to operate. I am curious to know how they will implement all this 

technology into the older equipment that we have, and I noticed that under the 

section of “Unmanned Aircraft without Remote ID” they mentioned that it would 

be possible to not have Remote ID onboard as long the flight was done from an 

“FAA recognized identification area”. I take that to mean from an authorized AMA 

flying site. All of this is still out about 30 months out before it is final, which will 

give manufacturers time to design the equipment that will be needed for Remote 

ID to happen. We will need to watch how this develops in the months ahead to 

figure what impact it will have on our hobby and our club.  

 

Otherwise, there is not a lot happening in the club now, except for a few members 

still out flying at the field before the snow gets too deep this season. The warm fall 

weather lasted longer than usual this year, and that made for some pretty nice days 

in the last few months to get outside and enjoy those days before winter does 

arrive. This year I’ll try to try to continue my helicopter flying outdoors all winter 

long unless it is severely cold. I have plans to clear out a helipad area in the snow 

in my backyard this winter. Then all I need to do is wait for a warmer day to get 

out for a quick flight or two. We’ll have to see how that goes, as the cold tends to 

makes the fingers freeze on the transmitter rather quickly. I just may have to make 

those flights short flights. 

 

Now that winter is here, it’s time to head to workshop for some new model 

building or repair. I have been trying to find repair parts for an older 500 sized 

helicopter that I wrecked this summer, but parts for it are no longer available. Not 

sure what I can do, but a new build might be the best answer. I hope you are 

working on something new and exciting this year too. 

If you haven’t renewed your membership for 2021 yet, please get that up to date as 

soon as you can and also make sure your AMA membership is current also. Please 

be aware that the dues have increased this year, and please fill out the membership 

form again for 2021 even if you have filled it out before. This will help keep our 

records up to date. 

 

That’s about all I have to say this month. I hope you can join in at the Google Meet 

on January 6th. While we don’t have a lot of club material to cover this month, I 

would still like to have our monthly club get together with Google Meet on 

January 6th at 6:30 p.m. After we conduct a short informal business meeting, 

perhaps I can put together a small picture presentation from my drone that I took 

this year at the field, or we all can talk about our latest projects. Watch for an invite 

in your email.  

Don  



  

 

 
Upcoming Area Events 

 

If anyone hears about any up coming events, please let me know. (Rick Ida) 

 

Also, check out our Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/groups/124394500927324  

 

 

 

 

 
 

River Valley Flyers Monthly Meeting Notice: 
 

The monthly meeting?  Stay tuned for email updates! 

 

Website:  www.RiverValleyFlyers.org  

 

Eagle Tree Announcement 

After nearly 18 years of having fun with fellow pilots, Eagle Tree will 

be closing.   We will continue to take orders via our web shop (for 

in-stock items) through September 30, 2020.     Warranty service will 

continue through October 31, 2020.   

  

For warranty service or other inquiries, please open a web ticket 

with us at http://ticket.eagletreesystems.com/  or email us 

at support@eagletreesystems.com 

We’d like to thank our many friends and customers who have 

supported us over the years.   Be safe and stay well. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/124394500927324
http://www.rivervalleyflyers.org/
http://ticket.eagletreesystems.com/
http://support@eagletreesystems.com/


HOW TO HINGE FOAMIES 

John Reid 

 

 

 

 

MAKING FLEXIBLE CONNECTIONS  

  

Foamies have led us to new ways of building and flying model airplanes. 

They allow us to assemble a plane in hours rather than days or weeks. 

Because they involve very little investment in terms of money and labor, 

we no longer need to fear pushing our flying skills to the limit. 

https://www.modelairplanenews.com/author/johnr/


The procedures followed for building with foam differ from those used 

when working with balsa. For example, there are various ways to hinge 

the control surfaces, and the method you choose will depend on the type 

and thickness of the foam. Let’s look at a few hinging techniques. 

MAKE THE HINGE LINE 

 

The Dremel tool is perfect for drilling holes in the control 

surface for Robart Hinge Points. 

  

The first step when hinging any surface is to bevel the edges to be 

joined. If you use thin foam for your plane, you might not need to do 

this; simply hinge the surfaces. 

Most foamies need beveled edges at the hinge line. Use a sharp hobby 

knife and a metal ruler to do the cutting. Put the ruler along the edge of 

the foam surface and, holding the knife at a 45-degree angle to the ruler, 

make one continuous cut; draw the blade from one end of the surface to 

the other. Have some type of cutting mat underneath the foam so that 

your cut is clean. A sharp knife is very important for producing a clean 

edge that’s ready to be hinged. A dull knife will leave a jagged edge that 

you’ll have to sand smooth. 

You could also use a sanding block to bevel the edge. I like Great 

Planes’ Easy-Touch Bar sander with 150-grit sandpaper. I put the edge 

to be beveled at the edge of the workbench and then drag the bar sander 

across it at a 45-degree angle. Work across the edge until the entire 

surface is beveled correctly. 

Charger RC’s Super Beveller (introductory price: $5.99) can handle 

foam of up to 5/16-inch thickness. Pull it along the edge of the surface to 

be beveled from one end to the other; the result will be a perfect cut 

every time. 

 



SURFACE PREPARATION 

Make a bevel in the control surface by using a metal ruler and a 

hobby knife. 

  

Clean surfaces ensure that the hinge material will bond solidly and last 

for the life of the plane. Foam is sometimes slightly oily or dirty, so 

clean it to guarantee a secure bond. A quick wipe of rubbing alcohol 

cleans foam without destroying it. 

Then be sure to let the foam dry completely before you hinge it-

especially if you use tape as a hinge material. 

Another way to ensure a good bonding surface for tape hinges is to dab 

thick, foam-safe CA onto the surface where the tape will go. Wrap 

plastic wrap around your finger and spread the CA over the surface. 

Then lightly spray on CA accelerator, clean off the excess accelerator 

with alcohol, and allow the surface to dry. It will then be ready for the 

tape hinge. 

 

HINGE MATERIALS & HOW TO USE THEM 

 

The Super Beveller is a new tool from Charger RC. It makes 

beveling the edge very easy to do. 

Use foam-safe CA to make a thin layer of glue on the foam where 

the hinge tape will go. This makes for a smooth, solid surface for the 

tape to bond to. 

Clear packing tape seems to be the most popular hinge material. It’s 

readily available, it sticks to surfaces very well, and it’s inexpensive. 

Also good is clear first-aid tape; it’s quite flexible and sticks well to 

control surfaces. 



I put the two pieces to be hinged on a flat surface and line them up in 

their proper positions. I keep them in place with small weights such as 

beanbags. I like to keep a small gap (1/16 inch or less) between the two 

surfaces at the hinge line to allow complete 3D movement. I put the tape 

across the two surfaces with the hinge line along the tape’s center.  

After attaching the tape, I use a balsa stick to press out all the air bubbles 

and further strengthen the hinge bond. I flip the piece over, weight it 

down again and put tape on the other side; I make sure that the top and 

bottom pieces of tape stick together at the 1/16-inch hinge-line gap. 

You can use CA hinges on foamies as long as you meet certain 

conditions. The foam should be thick enough for you to bevel a 45-

degree angle on both the top and the bottom edges of the control surface 

and still have a 1/16- to ?-inch-thick flat edge.  

Cut your hinge slots with a sharp hobby knife, and insert the hinges just 

as you do when you hinge a balsa plane. Put five or six drops of foam-

safe, thin CA on both sides of the hinge at the hinge line. Foam does not 

have the same moisture content as balsa, so it will take the CA a while to 

cure; let it do so overnight. 

Robart Hinge Points are also good for thicker foam. Start by measuring 

the positions of and drilling the holes for the hinge points. I drill holes in 

foam with a Dremel tool. A Dremel spins the bit faster and is easier to 

control than a regular drill gun. 

Epoxy works well for the hinges, and polyurethane glue is another good 

choice because it expands around the hinge as it dries. This glue requires 

moisture to cure, so wet the hinge point before you push it into the glue-

lined hole. Whether you use epoxy or polyurethane glue, you should 

protect the hinge “knuckle” with oil or petroleum jelly.  

Polyurethane glue will expand out of the glue joint and onto the hinge 

“knuckle,” so let it dry before you attempt to remove the overflow. 

 



SUMMING UP 

Check out these hints, and you’ll have a strong, durable hinge joint. 

Foamies might not last forever, but there’s no reason why their hinges 

can’t. 

Reprinted with permission…Model Airplane News 

Subscribe here: https://simplecirc.com/subscribe/model-airplane-news/I0BB05 

 

Covering Wingtips made Easy 

Model Airplane News 

 

https://simplecirc.com/subscribe/model-airplane-news/I0BB05
https://www.modelairplanenews.com/author/modelairplanenews/


 

Covering a wing panel with film covering is fairly simple and easy 

to do, even for those with little skill; that is, until you get to the 

wingtip. Of course, all wingtips are different shapes, and not all 

fall in the category of difficult to cover. Some have a gentle taper 

to a rounded tip with very few compound curves, making 

covering a simple process. Others can be more difficult. The 

wingtip I describe here is one of those that can’t be covered along 

with the wing. The better way is to cover it separately. Although 

you will end up with a seam on the final wing rib, you will find it a 

more reasonable approach to success. 

I went through this covering process with UltraCote film covering 

several times and noticed that it makes a difference how the film 

covering is cut from the roll. I found it best to leave extra material 

when covering the length of the wing, and then use the piece 

trimmed off at the end to cover the tip. Using a piece of film cut 



parallel to the edge of the roll will cause it to sag severely in the 

shrinking process. The secret for success is to make sure the piece 

you cut is perpendicular to the roll edge. Oh, yes, this tip will also 

work with MonoKote. 

So, heat up your covering iron and trim iron, grab a sharp knife 

and follow along in the photos my process for covering that pesky 

wingtip. 

Tools required for covering and covering the wingtip. (DSC9749) 

Typical problem wingtip, with the covering problem occurring 

between the gusset and the leading edge. Cover the wing panel 

and trim off at the last rib, leaving a generous overlap ironed 

down against the rib. The rib thickness is not enough surface area 

to retain the film when shrinking. Note: Black marks indicate the 

amount of overlap covering fore and aft. 

 



On the piece of covering to be applied, develop a contour to fit 

the rib for an even overlap seam, generally to the shape of the rib 

contour. The overlap should be approximately 1/4 inch. 

 

Using the trim iron, tack the covering at one end to the rib just 

inside the black mark. Later, you can remove the black mark with 

alcohol. Grabbing the loose end, pull it across the top of the rib 

for an even-width seam, and iron in place. You are now ready to 

tack and iron down the opposite side. 



 

Before you start to tack down the covering, place the wing on the 

workbench with the wingtip extending over the edge. Use a 

sandbag to hold it down, so you’ll have two hands to work with. 

Starting near the front, pull the covering straight down and tack it 

in place. Work along in small increments toward the trailing edge. 

Now, move to where you started, and do the same thing going 

forward. Try and get the covering as tight as you can. Lift and 

retack, if necessary, as you go along. The covering should lay flat 

and tight without gathering and bunching up. 



 

Trim off the excess covering, and seal it in place with the covering 

iron. Using the trim iron, shrink the covering staying away from 

the seams on both sides. Gently glide the iron over the surface 

until the covering is wrinkle-free. You will have to do this four 

times, on each side of each tip, to complete the wing. 



 

What a beautiful wingtip, and not a wrinkle to be seen. A covering 

job you can be proud of! 

TEXT & PHOTOS BY JERRY SMITH 

Reprinted with permission…Model Airplane News 

Subscribe here: https://simplecirc.com/subscribe/model-airplane-news/I0BB05 

 

 

 

SAFETY REPORT 
 

Hi Guys, 
Not going to elaborate a lot for this issue and will talk mostly of the 
weather so far this Winter. As always after the first snowfall there 
were numerous accidents on the highways here in Wisconsin. Gee, 
who would have thought that might happen, huh? The primary 

https://simplecirc.com/subscribe/model-airplane-news/I0BB05


reason for that has been determined to be speed according to the 
Wisconsin State Police resulting in loss of control.  
 
A couple more reasons are tailgating, which some drivers simply 
don’t change their driving habits from dry weather conditions to the 
snowy conditions resulting in the rear end collision they just caused 
and losing control when the brakes locked up resulting in you 
becoming a passenger. The advent of antilock brakes has been a 
lifesaver which really has gone unnoticed except by the insurance 
companies.  
 
I think am just rambling on about this as we have some 30+ 
members in the club now and I would really like to see all of us alive 
and well in the Spring. Please think just a bit and while you are 
doing that, consider how well off you would be if you ended up by 
the side of the road and take stock in what you have onboard to 
keep you alive until help arrives.  
 
The one item we have in this day and age is communication, a cell 
phone. Without this one device you might as well just start walking 
toward that gas station you saw 4 miles or so behind you. A box with 
a water bottle, a few protein or energy bars, flashlight with extra 
batteries and of course, a blanket. We could probably come up with 
15 or 20 other items but this has gone on long enough.  
 
The point of this is to slow down when conditions dictate, pretty 
much anytime the roads are contaminated and give that guy ahead 
of you a break, who knows, he may be a fellow club member on the 
way to the field! 
 
Fly Safe, drive safe, 
See you in the Spring 

Larry Chamberlin 
Safety Officer 
RVFRC 



 
 

FOR SALE (let me know when sold - Rick) 

 
FOR SALE 
 
Spad advanced trainer made from Coroplast-almost 
indestructible. YS45 for power, dual aileron servos, ski setup for 
winter flying also. 

 

 
 

 
$125.00 

Tom Marty 

715-340-1708 

ysrcflyer@yahoo.com 

 

mailto:ysrcflyer@yahoo.com


GREMLIN flying wing combat plane. wings are fully sheeted. 
YS45 for power. 

 
$100.00 

Tom Marty 

715-340-1708 
ysrcflyer@yahoo.com 

_____________________________________________ 

 

 
I have 2 brand new still in the 

package 1100kv motors 

complete with motor mount 

and prop adapter. I ordered 

them and then found out I 

didn't need them.  

Asking $8 each. 

 

Thanks. 

Don Horne   

mailto:ysrcflyer@yahoo.com


 

 

 

 

 
Hobby Eagle A3-L Stabilizer, 

basic 2D, 3D style.  New, decided 

to use a different brand.  Cost 

about $19.00, asking $10.00 

Thanks 

Rick Ida 

 

 

 

 

 

For Sale Continued… 

 

 
 

FlightLine F7F-3 Tigercat 1600mm (63” wingspan) 



It comes with the upgrade landing gear-not installed 

I fly it with 2-4000mAh 4s batteries. It flies great. Batteries not 

included 

I also have some spare prop blades 

It has Callie Graphics “King of the Cats” graphics 

It is in excellent condition.  

$300 with Admiral Receiver(RX600SP) which has gyro and recovery 

Bob O'Connor oconnorfam1@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Balsa Model Wing Repair Videos 
 

Part 1: 
https://youtu.be/r8pzPGBBu4U?list=PLEhO330DYnDlvRyD0dJAOGlOBgq0E2IxB  
 

Part 2: 
https://youtu.be/z6_zO8cKf2c?list=PLEhO330DYnDlvRyD0dJAOGlOBgq0E2IxB 

 
 

Reprinted with permission…Model Airplane News 
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Pictures from the Field 

 
 

 
 

 

 

My New Christmas Airplane, with floats & 6” wheels! 
  

 



 

 

 

River Valley Flyers Model Aircraft Club 
2021 Membership Form 

The “River Valley Flyers” are a model aircraft flying group interested in all aspects of Model 

Aviation and are located in Central Wisconsin. We are a chartered Academy of Model 

Aeronautics [AMA] club. All club members must also be AMA Members. We maintain a flying 

site in southern Portage County in the Township of Grant in the Central Wisconsin area. 

 

 Membership Categories and Dues 

Full Adult Membership.... $50  

Age eighteen years and older by January 1st of the year of application. Includes voting rights and 

club field usage rights.  
 

Family/Group Membership.... $55 

All members covered by a Family/Group Membership must have a direct spouse or offspring 

relationship, Father-Son, Husband –Wife and or Junior Member. Includes voting rights [except 

for junior members] and club field usage rights. 
 

Junior Membership.... $15 

Under age eighteen years old by January 1st of year of application. All junior members need to be 

sponsored by a Full Adult Member even though they are not related by an offspring relationship. 

Includes field usage rights but no voting rights. 
 

Guest Membership.... $30 For someone who belongs to another local club but wishes to access 

our field for flying as well. Includes field usage rights but no voting rights. Must send a copy of 

current AMA and Local Club Membership Cards with application. 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION (PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY) 

Please bring completed application form below with proof of AMA to RVF meeting or mail to:  

Bob O’Connor 2220 Lovewood Drive Wisconsin Rapids Wisconsin 54494 

Make checks payable to River Valley Flyers (Only Cash or Check Accepted) 

 

Name: ______________________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________ 

City: _______________________________________ Zip: _____________ 

Phone: ______________________ E-Mail__________________________ 

AMA#________________   Membership Category: ___________________ 

Dues Enclosed: ______________________ (Cash or Check Only) 
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