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From the President: Now that we are past the Thanksgiving holiday 

and heading toward Christmas, we realize that another year is just about 

ready to come to an end. 2019 so far, has been a very good year for me 

both in this aeromodelling hobby as well as in my personal family life. 

Although I did not get out to enjoy this hobby as much as I had planned 

during the summer season, I did make a few big strides forward in my 

flying and tuning of the aircraft that I currently fly. I also made it 

through the summer with only one minor helicopter crash, which really 

made me feel good about how this hobby is progressing. I hope everyone had a good year also. 

The indoor flying season is currently underway, and although attendance has been mixed so far, 

we seem to have a fair number of pilots attending. For those of us who prefer not to fly outside 

when the temperature dips below forty degrees, the indoor flying is a great opportunity to enjoy 

this hobby without shivering out in the cold. It is also a great way to meet with other club and 

non-club members and discuss the hobby. So, come out on Friday evenings and have a good time 

with fellow modelers flying and socializing. See the remaining dates and times in this newsletter. 

 



During the past few summers, the club field 

maintenance and mowing has been done by 

a handful of club members who have 

donated their time and mowing equipment to 

get the job done because the club does not 

own any mowing equipment. At the last 

monthly meeting we found out that we will 

have access to getting a decent mower for 

use at the field that could be used by anyone 

willing to help with the weekly chore of 

mowing the field next summer. This is 

something we will be pursuing in the 

coming months, and hope to have ready to 

go next season. 

With the winter here, we will be going to a 

every other month meeting schedule. We 

will have a December meeting, but will not 

have a January 2020 meeting. In 2020, we 

will not have a January or March club 

meeting, but will have a February meeting 

and will resume the normal schedule of 

monthly meetings in April. I hope that is not 

going to get confusing. 

That’s all I have, so I’ll see you at the 

December meeting on December 4th. 

Don  

 

 

Remaining Indoor Flying 2019-2020  
 

Indoor flying continues, and the weather 

will be the same from event to event.  

Here is the Indoor Flying schedule 

remaining for the 2019-2020 season. 
 

December. 6, 13, 20, 2019 

January. 3, 10, 24, 2020 

February. 7, 21, 28, 2020 

March. 13, 20, 2020 

April 3, 2020 
 

It will again be at the East Jr. High School 

field house in Wisconsin Rapids from 7PM-

10:30PM. Same as last year. 
 

Roger Denne'e 

 

A Bit from Our Safety Officer 

Hi guys, 

As I’m in Florida and enjoying the nice 

weather here, all I can think of is you folks 

suffering in Wisconsin and having to fly 

indoors! But in reality, we are very fortunate 

to have a facility we can fly indoors at and 

the worst part of the deal is driving to the 

gym. I haven’t heard of any incidents or 

accidents from any of you so all I can do is 

assume that all is going well and maybe 

even getting the last few flights of the year 

in at the field. Not much else to preach about 

so I’ll just leave this one short and sweet and 

please fly safe wherever that might be!  

See you in the Spring, 

Larry Chamberlin  

Safety Officer  

RVFRC 

 

 

 

 

2020 RVF Club Membership 

Renewal 
It’s time to renew your club membership for 

2020 if you haven’t already done so.  

Club membership runs from January 1st 

through December 31st of each year, and 

getting your renewal in early will avoid a 

lapse in membership. Memberships may be 

renewed at our monthly meetings or mailed 

to our club treasurer. See attached form in 

this newsletter. 

 

 

 

 



Building from Plans 
 

Building from plans is simply starting off 

with a set of detailed construction drawings 

that came from a magazine, or from a plans 

service. These drawings will show at 

minimum, the side and top of the fuselage, 

one of the wings, the vertical fin and the 

horizontal stab. Some plans are more 

detailed than others and might show both 

halves of the wings, both sides of the 

fuselage, cross sections of fuselage and 

wing, and more detail in specific areas. 

Rarely will plans include anything remotely 

close to step-by-step instructions on how 

everything goes together. However, plans 

published in a magazine likely have helpful 

build tips in the accompanying construction 

article. 

From this point, you would supply 

everything else needed to build the model—

the wood, the hardware, and the accessories. 

Now, don’t panic about this. Actually, this is 

a good thing because it affords you the 

opportunity to use only the brands of 

hardware and types of accessories that you 

prefer. Also, you now have absolute control 

over the wood selection that goes into your 

model. You can select light balsa where 

appropriate and have a finished model with 

significant weight savings. Also, you won’t 

be stuck with sheeting and wood strips that 

are so warped they resemble hockey sticks! 

I’m guessing at this point you might have a 

question or two, but let me tackle the most 

popular question I come across: “Why 

should I build from plans when there are so 

many ARF’s and kits are the market?” Well 

first off, there’s nothing wrong with either of 

those options, but what about having 

something unique? Something that doesn’t 

look exactly the same as the other airplanes 

at the field? Building from plans gives you 

that opportunity to pick a subject that is 

totally unique, rarely modeled, or even 

totally wacky! 

When I start building, I normally start with 

an easy section to get up to speed. In the 

case of the Mr. Mulligan, the elevator and 

stab halves were the first pieces. During 

their construction I also decided to use a 

new technique to control the elevator halves 

which required building the servos into the 

stab. This change eliminated long pushrods 

and ugly control horns detracting from the 

scale look I was going for. 

As you become more comfortable in reading 

the plans, move on to bigger, more 

complicated sections. Again, take your time 

and study everything carefully. It’s a good 

idea to dry-fit parts together to make sure 

everything is in the proper place and fits as 

it should. 

One of the things I found that has helped me 

the most when building from plans is to take 

my time. Don’t be afraid to step away from 

the build if you encounter something you 

can’t wrap your head around. Many times, 

I’ve found that if I come back a day or two 

later, I can see the situation with fresh eyes 

and find solutions I couldn’t see when I was 

frustrated a day or two before. But there will 

be times when you are stuck and can’t figure 

a way out to save your life. That’s where the 

internet can help. Search the web and see if 

you can find modelers who have posted 

build-a-longs of their kit, like I’ve done with 

the Mr. Mulligan. Chances are there’s 

someone out there who’s encountered your 

problem and found a nice, simple fix. 

The same goes for steps that require 

building skills you might not have 

encountered, or mastered yet. For instance, 

maybe you’ve never sheeted the forward 

section of a rounded fuselage like the Mr. 

Mulligan. Or maybe you’ve never used a 

specific type of covering to finish your 

model. There’s a lot of help available online, 

at a local club, or even your local hobby 

shop. Don’t be afraid to ask. 

Don’t let me have all the fun. Get out there 

and build something. Although most 



dermatologists probably won’t agree with 

me, I think a little balsa dust is good for any 

modeler’s complexion! 

 

 
 

There might be several things you have to 

work up for yourself in a plans build. In the 

case of the Mr. Mulligan, I worked up this 

unique octagon mount to hold the J&L 

RotoFlow fuel tank in place. 

 

 
 

As your build progresses, all of the formers, 

stringers and other supporting pieces 

become a thing of beauty. Here’s a shot 

from inside the Mr. Mulligan fuselage, 

looking rearward. 

 
 

Usually with any plans build you’ll need to 

determine the proper way to mount your 

gear and wheel pants. In the case of the Mr. 

Mulligan, I worked up this solution using a 

pair of Sig’s wheel pant mounts per wheel 

pant. 

 

 
 

There are many kit-cutting services 

available. National Balsa has a complete 

laser-cut kit of Hostetler’s Mr. Mulligan kit 

and it sure is a time saver and far more 

accurate than I could do by hand. 



 

 
 

When framing any plans build, I utilize 

angle brackets and improvise weights to 

hold everything in position as the glue cures. 

 

 

 
 

Experiencing its first bit of sunshine, here’s 

the Mr. Mulligan with all framing 

completed. It still needs the final sanding, 

but everything is in place. It weighs in at 22 

pounds at this point with the engine and 

servos installed for these pictures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Area Events 
 

1/19/2020 Green Bay Wisconsin 

Green Bay Model Airplane Club Swap meet 

and Auction. 8 am to 12 Noon. Admission 
$5, 12 & under-free. No table fees. Nice 
raffle prizes. New location! Gatherings 43 
(S of Green Bay on I-43) Exit 171 to 
Denmark. Turn right at the roundabout 
after Kwik Trip. Go one block then turn 
left on the left. (This is a new building so 
there is no address yet)  Depere Rd, 
Denmark, WI, 54208 ( 44.345663, -
87.839274 ) Contact Steve Doubek at 
Email stevedoubek@yahoo.com  
 

01/26/2020 West Bend Wisconsin 

Milwaukee Association of R/C Clubs Swap 

Meet and Auction. 

Swap Meet 9 a.m. till 2 p.m. $5 entry fee, all 

tables are $20. For table reservations call 

Laurie @ 414-315-7229. Scott Jones contact 

414-315-7729 or e-mail 

onehobby@happyhobby.com  

Site: 3000 Pleasant Valley RD. West Bend 

Wi. 53095 

 
 

River Valley Flyers December 

Monthly Meeting Notice: 
 

When: The December Monthly 

Meeting will be held this month on 

Wednesday December 4th at 6:30 

P.M.  

 At Hardees at 1821 Eighth Street 

in Wisconsin Rapids 
 

ALSO NOTE!!!!! 

We will not have a January or March 

2020 monthly meeting.  

We will have a February meeting and 

resume the normal monthly schedule in 

April. 

  

mailto:stevedoubek@yahoo.com
mailto:onehobby@happyhobby.com


 

 

 

River Valley Flyers Model Aircraft Club 
2020 Membership Form 

The “River Valley Flyers” are a model aircraft flying group interested in all aspects of Model 

Aviation and are located in Central Wisconsin. We are a chartered Academy of Model 

Aeronautics [AMA] club. All club members must also be AMA Members. We maintain a flying 

site in southern Portage County in the Township of Grant in the Central Wisconsin area. 

 Membership Categories and Dues 

Full Adult Membership.... $40  

Age eighteen years and older by January 1st of the year of application. Includes voting rights and 

club field usage rights.  
 

Family/Group Membership.... $45 

All members covered by a Family/Group Membership must have a direct spouse or offspring 

relationship, Father-Son, Husband –Wife and or Junior Member. Includes voting rights [except 

for junior members] and club field usage rights. 
 

Junior Membership.... $15 

Under age eighteen years old by January 1st of year of application. All junior members need to be 

sponsored by a Full Adult Member even though they are not related by an offspring relationship. 

Includes field usage rights but no voting rights. 
 

Guest Membership.... $20 For someone who belongs to another local club but wishes to access 

our field for flying as well. Includes field usage rights but no voting rights. Must send a copy of 

current AMA and Local Club Membership Cards with application. 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION (PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY) 

Please bring completed application form below with proof of AMA to RVF meeting or mail to:  

Bob O’Connor 2220 Lovewood Drive Wisconsin Rapids Wisconsin 54494 

Make checks payable to River Valley Flyers (Only Cash or Check Accepted) 

 

Name: ______________________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________ 

City: _______________________________________ Zip: _____________ 

Phone: ______________________ E-Mail__________________________ 

AMA#________________   Membership Category: ___________________ 

Dues Enclosed: ______________________ (Cash or Check Only) 


