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From the President: There has been a hint of fall in the air lately, with all 

the cool weather that we have had during the final weeks of August. 

September is now here and the seasons are changing. That can only mean 

cooler and shorter days ahead. It is a nice time of the year though, so get 

outside and enjoy it before it is gone. 

On the last Saturday of August on the start of the Labor Day weekend, a 

group of club members including myself were at the Wisconsin Rapids 

Airport to see the solo flight of a young member of our club with a full-size Cessna 172 aircraft. 

We want to say congratulations on your achievement to Hobie Lippold from all of us in The 

River Valley Flyers. Hobie has a strong interest in aviation, and has been an active modeler and 

flyer in our club for almost five years now. It is great to see his interest in flying model aircraft, 

and also his interest in flying of full-size aircraft. I also want to mention that he turned sixteen 

years of age on the day he completed his solo flight. Great job on your first solo flight, and we 

wish you all the best on your future flight achievements.       

 



With the rainy and windy days that made up 

the summer and too many other things 

happening, I didn’t make it out to the flying 

field as much as I had hoped. When I was 

out though, I did get in some good flying 

time and was glad to see that other members 

were out too. I also managed to get in a late 

summer crash on my 180-size helicopter. 

The “one more flight before I leave” way of 

thinking when it starts getting dark always 

does that. Damage wasn’t very bad as 

helicopter crashes go, and repairs were 

going fine until some of the little rotor head 

parts rolled off my work table and on to my 

shop floor, never be found again. After 

reordering more parts to replace the ones 

lost, I learned a valuable lesson for future 

repairs. Keep the parts contained whenever 

assembling or disassembling them. 

With fall here, it is time to start looking 

ahead to the future and where we want our 

flying club to be. The fall is also when we 

nominate and elect club officers for the 

following year, this is part of what being a 

chartered club is. This year, we have at least 

one open club officer position that will need 

to be filled. Nomination of officers for the 

2020 season begins in October, and we 

would like your help in filling these 

positions. Please consider helping out with 

this function of the club.    

Monday Club Night continues on through 

September at the field weather permitting. I 

hope everyone can take advantage of the 

nice weather that September brings and 

come out on Mondays and join us for some 

great fall flying. 

The September meeting will be held at the 

field weather permitting for the last time this 

year. I would hope to get in some flying 

beforehand like we usually do, and then hold 

a meeting around 6:30. I hope to see you 

there. 

 

Don 

 

A Bit from Our Safety Officer 

Hi kids,  

Just a few thoughts this month on the AMA 

Safety Code which I’m sure all of us keep in 

a safe location and study often. I personally 

keep my copy in the guest bathroom (only 

because the wife got tired of me spending so 

much time in the master bath) alongside the 

toilet for ready access and study purposes. 

Please note the very first line of the Safety 

Code leaves a lot of space for interpretation. 

All one has to do is watch me fly and we 

know that I am inadvertently violating this 

rule (as most of us do) by the simple act of 

taking off!  

Item 1: 

I will not fly a model aircraft in a careless or 

reckless manner. 

Item 4 details the following:  

I will avoid flying directly over unprotected 

people, moving vehicles, and occupied 

structures. Come on guys, please keep your 

flying activities over the runways and open 

airspace and not over the parking lot and 

outhouse! I’m not out at the field much but I 

have witnessed a violation of this on 

numerous occasions.  

And an item we should probably discuss at 

the meeting as new business, item 10 reads 

as follows: 

I will use an established safety line to 

separate all model aircraft operations from 

spectators and bystanders. OK, I think we 

have been overlooking this for the past 8 

years I have been a member and just relying 

on common sense instead. Anyone in their 

first year of law school will be able to say 

this is not a good idea. We have been 



fortunate there have been very few incidents 

and some of those were avoidable I suppose 

because of the small size our club and the 

minimal use of the flying field.  

Lastly, I have attached a copy of the Safety 

Code for those who might have been reading 

this and saying to themselves, what Safety 

Code? Watch for an updated copy being 

posted at the field. 

Fly Safe, 

Larry Chamberlin  

RVFRC Safety Officer 

 

Academy of Model Aeronautics National 

Model Aircraft Safety Code Effective 

January 1, 2018 

A model aircraft is a non-human-carrying 

device capable of sustained flight within 

visual line of sight of the pilot or spotter(s). 

It may not exceed limitations of this code 

and is intended exclusively for sport, 

recreation, education and/or competition. All 

model flights must be conducted in 

accordance with this safety code and related 

AMA guidelines, any additional rules 

specific to the flying site, as well as all 

applicable laws and regulations. 

As an AMA member I agree: 

• I will not fly a model aircraft in a careless 

or reckless manner. 

• I will not interfere with and will yield the 

right of way to all human-carrying aircraft 

using AMA’s See and Avoid Guidance and 

a spotter when appropriate. 

• I will not operate any model aircraft while 

I am under the influence of alcohol or any 

drug that could adversely affect my ability 

to safely control the model. 

• I will avoid flying directly over 

unprotected people, moving vehicles, and 

occupied structures. 

• I will fly Free Flight (FF) and Control Line 

(CL) models in compliance with AMA’s 

safety programming. 

• I will maintain visual contact of an RC 

model aircraft without enhancement other 

than corrective lenses prescribed to me. 

When using an advanced flight system, such 

as an autopilot, or flying First-Person View 

(FPV), I will comply with AMA’s 

Advanced Flight System programming. 

• I will only fly models weighing more than 

55 pounds, including fuel, if certified 

through AMA’s Large Model Airplane 

Program. 

• I will only fly a turbine-powered model 

aircraft in compliance with AMA’s Gas 

Turbine Program. 

• I will not fly a powered model outdoors 

closer than 25 feet to any individual, except 

for myself or my helper(s) located at the 

flightline, unless I am taking off and 

landing, or as otherwise provided in AMA’s 

Competition Regulation. 

• I will use an established safety line to 

separate all model aircraft operations from 

spectators and bystanders. 

 

 

 



A Builder’s Guide to Common 

Adhesives 

 by Terry Dunn 

There’s a television commercial that 

reminds us to shop around for car insurance 

every six months, lest we miss out on a 

better deal. Maybe we should apply similar 

logic toward the glues we use. If you 

haven’t scanned your hobby shop’s glue 

shelf in a while, you may be unaware of 

some contemporary offerings. 

As new materials have been ushered into the 

modeling realm, so have new adhesives. 

Likewise, new modelers are often unfamiliar 

with some of the classic hobby glues that 

have stuck around. 

This article is not intended to be a 

comprehensive catalog of modeling glues, 

but is meant to serve as a broad overview of 

what’s available. This article also avoids the 

technical aspects of how and why glues 

work and behave the way they do. 

Chemistry never was my best subject, so I’ll 

stick to the basic properties and practical 

applications for each of the listed glues. 

 

 

Polyurethane glues expand as they dry and 

fill gaps. This is useful when repairing 

damaged models. 

In no particular order, the glues I’ve chosen 

to discuss are: 

• Cyanoacrylate (CA): This is the most 

popular type of glue in all of modeling. I’m 

comfortable making that assumption. Thick, 

thin, foam-safe—at least one type can be 

found on nearly every modeler’s workbench. 

Yet, CA is also one of the most hazardous 

glues on the list. Who among us has not 

glued his or her fingers together, ruined a 

pair of jeans, or cried from the fumes? Most 

of us are willing to accept and manage that 

risk for the reward of strong and immediate 

glue joints. 

• Polyvinyl acetate (PVA): Most of us have 

been using (and perhaps eating) PVA glue 

since grammar school. Whether you call it 

Elmer’s Glue or white glue, you already 

know that it is ideal for attaching raw 

macaroni to construction paper. It is also 

useful for gluing balsa airframes together. 

Yellow Carpenter’s Glue is also a PVA glue. 

It tends to be a tackier than white glue when 

wet, which is often useful. 

• Canopy glue: Although canopy glue looks 

similar to common white glue, it performs 

differently. Canopy glue bonds well to 

nonporous materials and remains flexible 

when dry. These properties are what make 

canopy glue well suited for attaching plastic 

parts (such as a canopy) to the skin of a 

finished model. 

• Goop: This household glue has a strong 

odor until it dries into a rubbery consistency. 

It sticks to nearly anything, but it will 

dissolve some foams (always test first). It 

works great on vibration-prone joints. 

• Cellulose glue: Modelers have been using 

cellulose glues such as Ambroid for 

decades. It is still a favorite adhesive for 

weight-conscious and/or nostalgic builders. 

Cellulose glues can be thinned with acetone 



to the desired consistency and applied with a 

syringe for extra precision. When dried, the 

glue is lightweight and easily sands. 

• Contact cement: There are many types of 

contact cement but they work in the same 

basic way. Glue is separately applied to each 

of the mating parts and allowed to dry, then 

the parts are combined for a quick bond. 

This is a popular adhesive for sheeting foam 

wings and building foamies. 

• Epoxy: A longtime favorite for high-stress 

joints, two-part epoxy is hard to beat when 

strength is the main objective. It requires 

careful mixing to ensure proper curing and 

deliberate application to avoid excess 

weight. 

Epoxy is available in versions with various 

working times (5-minute, 30-minute, 1-hour, 

etc.). There is an art to dispensing each part 

in equal amounts and also sizing the batch to 

have the right amount of epoxy for the job. 

• Hot glue: Hot glue is applied using a gun-

like, heated applicator. The low-temperature 

versions of hot glue can be applied directly -

to sheet foam without melting it. The quick 

drying (cooling) time of hot glue makes it 

ideal for assembly of flat foam models. 

Keep in mind that hot glue joints can get 

brittle in freezing weather. 

 

 

Hot glue is handy for quickly assembling 

sheet-foam models. This fancy glue gun has 

a variety of applicator tips. Even 

inexpensive glue guns are effective. 

• Polyurethane glue: This glue expands as it 

dries, making it ideal for repairing crashed 

models. Bond strength can be improved by 

poking holes in the mating surfaces. It can 

also be used for initial builds. Water 

(including humidity) is the catalyst that 

kicks off the curing process. Care must be 

taken to keep the bottle airtight between 

each use to prevent curing. 

• Water-based polyurethane: This easily 

applied, brush-on liquid can be found in the 

household paint section at your local 

hardware store. It provides a lightweight 

method for adhering fiberglass cloth to balsa 

or foam models, although it does not provide 

the same degree of structural rigidity of an 

epoxy-based finish. It can also be used to 

laminate foam sheets together. 

You may have a favorite glue or two that 

isn’t on this list. Be sure to share that secret 

adhesive with your flying buddies. More 

importantly, watch for new glues. It appears 

that there is always something new, and this 

week’s release might be what you’ve been 

looking for! 

 
 



 

Upcoming Area Events 
 

September 
 

8/31/2019-9/08/2019 Appleton Wisconsin 

VAM Annual Heli Fun Fly VAM Annual 
Heli Fun Fly Come have a great time with 
fellow rotary wing pilots! Night lighting 
for night flying on site. $25 pilot fee 
covers all 3 days & nights, more info on 
website www.flyVAM.club or 
MatthewDCramer@aol.com W5007 
Quarry Rd Appleton WI 54913 

 

9/07/2019 Thorp Wisconsin Fun Fly and 

Dawn Patrol Class C Fun Fly with a WWI 

emphasis. ALL airplanes are welcome! 

Primitive Camping and Porta potty on site. 
Location: 14347 Fisher Ave, Thorp Wi. 
54771 Contact MICHAEL ZABOROWSKI 
Phone: 715-450-9889 
grimracercnc@yahoo.com  
 

October 
 

10/06/2019 Oshkosh Wisconsin 

Winnebago RC Flyers Swap Meet /Auction 

Admission $5. Swap 8am till Noon. No 
table charge. Many raffle prizes. Limited 
food available. Soda and water available. 
Locate EAA Air Museum, then follow the 
“RC Event” signs to the Nature Center 
pavilion Contact dhable@new.rr.com  
 
10/27/2019 Wausau Wisconsin  

Swap Meet and Auction Location: St 
Matt/Faith Academy's School Gym, just 
South of the Hospital. Doors open at 8am 
to Noon, Auction 9-11:15am. Vendors, 
sales, swap, food & refreshments. Raffle at 
11:30am. $5 admission, 12 or under-Free. 
No table fees. 229 S 28th Ave, Wausau Wi 
 

 
 
 

 

River Valley Flyers September 

Meeting Notice: 

 

When: The September 

Monthly Meeting will be held 

this month on Wednesday 

September 4th at 6:30 P.M.  

 At the Flying Field, we will be 

flying that evening before the 

meeting. 
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