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From the President: Summer is in full swing now, so get out and enjoy it 

before it slips away. With the long days that we have this time of the year, 

we do have more time to enjoy our favorite outdoor hobbies. The mid-

summer afternoon sun and heat can be intense this time of year, so I try to 

get outside in the early morning or late evening during the hot days. The 

morning flying sessions at the field this are always enjoyable, and I like to 

visit with everyone else who comes out in the mornings too.  

Club Night is continuing on Monday evenings this summer. Club Night runs from 5:30ish till 

dark each Monday, unless we are having stormy weather or high winds. This season, the weather 

hasn’t always cooperated on Monday evenings for this event, but on the nights that we did hold 

it, the turnout seemed to be about the same as it was last year. The flying field is normally 

mowed on Mondays (or Tuesdays if weather delayed), so the field will always be in perfect 

shape for flying from. If you need some helpful advice with a problem or need help getting your 

aircraft in the air, Monday evenings have a good number of experienced people available to help.  

Join us on Monday evenings for some flying and fellowship with other club members. 

 



With summer going into July and beyond, the weather is going to start heating up. Even though 

it has been a cooler summer so far this year, we will likely get into some hot and humid weather 

in July and August. If you are out at the flying field during a hot day this summer, please be 

aware of the daily temperature and full sun conditions that could lead to heat exhaustion while 

you are out. Just a safety reminder for the summer season, especially for those of us who are not 

as well adapted to the heat anymore. Also, be sure to stay hydrated if you are out there for any 

length of time. Bring along plenty of water, and avoid caffeine while out in the heat. This is also 

something that our field mowing crews will need to pay attention to during the hottest part of the 

summer when they are working out there with field mowing duties, especially when the forecast 

calls for high heat and humidity. 

Over the last several months, we have talked about having a Club Picnic Day this summer in 

July, and we decided that if we were to do a picnic, the date for doing this would be Saturday 

July 20th. This is something we need talk about at this month’s meeting. 

For the rest of the summer, the plan would be to hold the summer monthly meetings at the flying 

field if the weather cooperates on those nights and to have some flying time before the monthly 

meeting, the same as we have done over the past several years. The plan is to get in some flying 

together early on that evening, and then hold the meeting around 6:30 or so on Wednesday July 

3rd. 

This is all I have for you this month, so I hope to see you out at the field this summer. 

 

Don 

 

 

A Bit from Our Safety Officer 

Hello fellow members, 

A rather lengthy article for your perusal this month but it clearly states where we, as AMA 

members, need to stay alert as to the status of our hobby. 

FAA Rules on Drones Vs. Model Aircraft Protested  
Proposed FAA dividing line between model aircraft and drones is too limiting to hobbyists, 

says the Information Technology and Innovation Foundation and Academy of Model 

Aeronautics.  

Proposed FAA rules would define model aircraft too narrowly and commercial drones too 

broadly, The Information Technology and Innovation Foundation (ITIF) protests in comments 

filed with the agency. 

The Federal Aviation Administration is currently accepting comments on its Interpretation of the 

Special Rule for Model Aircraft, which attempts to clarify the distinction between a model 

aircraft and a drone. Model aircraft are minimally regulated, as opposed to commercial 

unmanned aircraft, a category for which the rules are still being written. 

Proposed FAA rules would define model aircraft too narrowly and commercial drones too 

broadly, The Information Technology and Innovation Foundation (ITIF) protests in comments 

filed with the agency. 

The Federal Aviation Administration is currently accepting comments on its Interpretation of the 

Special Rule for Model Aircraft, which attempts to clarify the distinction between a model 
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aircraft and a drone. Model aircraft are minimally regulated, as opposed to commercial 

unmanned aircraft, a category for which the rules are still being written. 

The ITIF is a prominent technology think tank, in a league with the RAND Corporation, with IT 

industry backers that include Google and Cisco. Google has bought a couple of drone 

manufacturers and is exploring how unmanned aircraft might fit into its operations. Hobbyist 

groups such as the Academy of Model Aeronautics are also protesting the proposed rules, but the 

ITIF's motivation is more to avoid choking off avenues for experimentation and innovation. The 

position paper makes a comparison with early rules limiting the Internet to noncommercial uses, 

which if not changed would have prevented the emergence of the whole online economy. 

"We try to argue for policies surrounding the idea of permission less innovation," Alan 

McQuinn, principle author of the ITIF's comments, says in an interview. In other words, the 

FAA should not create rules that prevent revolutionary applications of the technology from being 

created in some tinkerer's garage, he says. 

Although the Federal Aviation Administration recently began approving the first commercial 

drone flights over land on a case-by-case basis, guiding regulations are required to help 

companies seeking to take advantage of technology understand what is and is not legal, as a rule. 

Under the FAA Modernization Act of 2012, Congress charged the agency with drafting rules for 

the commercial use of unmanned aircraft systems by September 2015. The agency has 

expressed confidence it will meet that deadline, although the FAA's own inspector general's 

office doubts it. 

Meanwhile, the proposed model aircraft rule is an early indication of how the FAA will interpret 

the provision of the law exempting model aircraft from tight regulation and allowing them to be 

governed mostly by voluntary guidelines of the hobbyist community. 

Technological advances driven by the proliferation of military surveillance and killer drones, as 

well as by model aircraft manufacturers and hobbyists, mean there is no longer a sharp 

distinction between a drone and a model aircraft. Thus, the FAA considers a model aircraft to be 

a type of unmanned aerial system (UAS), drawing distinctions based on the size of the vehicle, 

as well as how it is used. A UAS consists of the unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV or "drone") plus 

all the remote-control gadgetry. 

Some parts of the law seem unambiguous. For example, in order to fall into the model aircraft 

category a vehicle must weigh less than 55 pounds. The FAA did clarify that the weight includes 

payload -- you couldn't legally operate a 30-pound aircraft carrying a 30-pound block of cheese 

to your picnic and claim the hobbyist exemption. 

However, the rules also state that the aircraft must be operated within the "line of sight" of the 

pilot, and there the FAA and its critics have a difference of opinion. Model aircraft enthusiasts 

want to be able to use first person view (FPV) goggles, the increasingly popular accessories that 

allow the pilot to see through drone camera eyes. In the absence of a ruling to the contrary, 

groups such as the Academy of Model Aeronautics have suggested a workaround of having FPV 

pilots work with a copilot, or spotter, who will keep an eye on the aircraft, side-by-side with a 

goggle-wearing pilot. Now, the FAA is saying that its "plain language" interpretation of the law 

is that the pilot should be watching the aircraft with his own eyeballs. 

"To ensure that the operator has the best view of the aircraft, the statutory requirement would 

preclude the use of vision-enhancing devices, such as binoculars, night vision goggles, powered 

vision magnifying devices, and goggles designed to provide a 'first-person view' from the 

model," the proposed rule states. "Such devices would limit the operator's field of view thereby 

reducing his or her ability to see-and-avoid other aircraft in the area. Additionally, some of these 
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devices could dramatically increase the distance at which an operator could see the aircraft, 

rendering the statutory visual-line-of-sight requirements meaningless." 

The wording earned the FAA the scorn of Boing Boing because it could apply to even small toy 

drones. 

Like the model aircraft enthusiasts, the ITIF sees "having someone stand on the side and watch 

the device as a bystander" as a reasonable safety precaution, consistent with the intent of 

Congress that the FAA take "community guidelines" into account. 

The dividing line between hobbyist and commercial uses of small unmanned aircraft is also at 

issue. Again, the FAA thinks the dividing line is clearly whenever any money changes 

hands. Critics suggest it will be too easy to trip over that line, however. "If someone takes a 

picture from a drone or model airplane then sells that picture, they can be dinged with a huge 

fine," McQuinn said. "There is no difference from a safety perspective for a hobbyist to fly a 

friend a package and not charge for it, whereas if a company flies a package to the same person 

and charges for it, that would be illegal, they could be charged a huge fine. We argue that it's no 

different." 

The Academy of Model Aeronautics argues the interpretation of what constitutes a hobbyist use 

is inconsistent with other FAA rulings and those of other agencies such as the Internal Revenue 

Service. "For instance, an individual who owns and operates his own full-scale aircraft for his 

personal pleasure and recreation is allowed to conduct aerial photography as a private civil 

operator whether or not he/she intends to sell the photographs. However, under the Interpretive 

Rule, a model aircraft enthusiast who uses his model aircraft for aerial photography and 

subsequently sells the photograph to an interested party is no longer considered a hobbyist. 

Moreover, the IRS would not allow the deduction of the operating expense and aircraft 

acquisition cost based merely on the sale of a photograph. The IRS will also tell you that a 

business that is recreational in nature and does not turn a profit over time is in fact a hobby." 

The FAA declined a request for an interview with the authors of the rule, but provided a written 

statement arguing that it was merely providing needed clarification of how it will interpret the 

law, not imposing new restrictions. "While flying model aircraft for a hobby or recreation does 

not necessarily require FAA approval, all model aircraft operators must operate according to the 

law," the FAA states. 

Part of ITIF's argument is that the FAA should restrict itself to regulating for legitimate safety 

issues and not get too far ahead of rapidly developing technologies. "Our position is we shouldn't 

regulate for potential harms," McQuinn said. As complications arise, rules can be devised to 

address them, he said. 

Safety is not necessarily the only issue in play. The domestic use of drones has also provoked 

privacy concerns, which have been the subject of other proposed legislation. An FPV drone 

could fly into a neighbor's backyard and peer through the bedroom windows. Might not avoiding 

such scenarios have been in the minds of those in Congress who voted for that "line of sight" 

restriction? 

And my thought on the subject is how do we keep the government out of our hobby? 

 

Larry Chamberlin  

Safety Officer 

RVFRC 
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Keeping Your Trim Centered 

 
After the first test flight on a new airplane, 

or one that has just had some repairs and 

requires retrimming, you should try and 

reset the trim tabs back to center on your 

transmitter. This way you do not need to 

remember what the trim setting was in case 

you accidentally bump or move the trim tab. 

This is not always easy to do. This quick, 

easy method should get you close to having 

the trim tabs centered with the correct 

amount of trim that you put into the control 

surface of that airplane on its initial flight. 

Let’s say, for example, that you had to add 

10 clicks of up-elevator to trim your airplane 

during the initial flight. Turn the airplane 

and the transmitter on. Move the trim tab 

back up to center or neutral counting the 

number of clicks or beeps that it takes you to 

center the trim tab—in this case, 10 clicks or 

beeps. Then continue another 10 clicks or 

beeps in the other direction. You moved the 

elevator trim tab up 10 clicks or beeps to 

center and then up another 10 clicks or 

beeps toward down-elevator for a total of 20 

clicks or beeps. 

Turn the airplane and transmitter off and 

adjust the linkage on the elevator back to 

neutral by removing the clevis from the 

control horn on the elevator. Turn the clevis 

in or out until the elevator is centered to the 

horizontal stabilizer as it was the first time 

you set up the elevator. 

Reconnect the clevis to the elevator control 

horn. Turn the transmitter and airplane back 

on and move the elevator trim tab down 10 

clicks or beeps so that the trim tab is now 

back at center or neutral. With the elevator 

trim tab now back at zero or center, the 

elevator surface will be in the same position 

(10 clicks of up elevator) as it was when it 

was trimmed during that initial flight. 

 

 

Fishing Servo Extensions Through 

a Wing 

 
Most of the ARFs on the market today have 

strings inside the wings to help pull servo 

wires through them, but sometimes they 

don’t. When that happens, what is an easy 

way to pull the servo wires through? 

Go to the local hardware or big-box store 

and buy a couple different sizes of pull 

chains for ceiling lights. I get approximately 

4 feet of each, which is more than enough to 

go through most wing halves. Tie a string to 

one end. 

Holding the wing panel vertically, start to 

feed the end of the lamp chain (without the 

string) through the servo opening. The chain 

will easily find its way to the other end. 

When it is there, simply pull a piece of it 

through the opening where you want the 

servo plug to be placed. 

Tie the string to the servo plug and begin to 

gently pull the other end of the lamp chain. 

The servo wire will work its way through 

the wing panel behind the chain. If it hangs 

up, try shifting the position of the panel or 

giving it a slight shake. 

Keep working the servo wire through until it 

exits at the root of the wing panel. Remove 

the string from the servo plug and secure the 

servo to the wing in the usual fashion. 

Mission complete! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RVF Club Nights on Monday 

Evenings at the Club Field 
 

Club Night will start for the summer on June 

3rd and will be held on Monday evenings 

from 5:30 till dark. It is an evening of flying 

together with help to anyone who needs a 

hand getting started. Flight Training will 

also be available if needed. If the weather is 

bad on Monday evening [high wind or rain] 

it will not be held that week, but will resume 

the following Monday evening. 

 

 

 

2019 RVF Club Membership  

Summer is here, and if you haven’t already 

done it, now is the time to renew your Club 

membership for 2019. Club membership 

runs from January 1st through December 

31st every year. Memberships may be 

renewed at our monthly meetings or mailed 

to our club treasurer. See the attached form 

in the back of this newsletter. 

 

 

River Valley Flyers July 

Meeting Notice: 
 

When: The July Monthly 

Meeting will be held this month 

on Wednesday July 3rd at 6:30 

P.M.  
 

Where: At the Flying Field, we 

will be flying that evening 

before the meeting. 

 

 

 

Upcoming Area Events 

 

July 
07/13/2019 Rhinelander Wisconsin 

Northwoods RC Flyers Fun Fly 

9am to 3pm AMA Charter #3220 Sanction 

#8590   

Hosted by the Northwoods RC Flyers 

Rhinelander, Wisconsin 

Pilots Meeting 9am * $5 Landing Fee 

AMA Safety Rules Apply * AMA 

Membership is Required. 

 Food & Beverages Available * Raffle 

Prizes Spectators Welcome!  

Directions:  Hwy. 47 North of Rhinelander.  

1 mile past the Co. Hwy. K intersection, 

 Turn left on Forest Lane.  The club field is 

about 1 mile on the right.  There is a large 

sign. Contacts:  John Wich 715-282-5025 * 

flashd@frontiernet.net  

Dale Karnes  715-282-5616 

senral@frontiernet.net 

 

August 
 

08/03/2019 Stratford Wisconsin 

Dick Strand Memorial Fun Fly 

Location; 1 1/2 miles North of Stratford on 

Hwy 97 N 

 to Rock Rd then East 3/4 miles on south 

side of the road. 

 600x150' Runway open all around.  

All types of airplanes welcome. Food, 

drinks, and prizes. 

Visit www.msaero.com for more info. 

 

08/10/19 Wausau Wisconsin 

Wausau RC Sportsman Fun Fly 

$5 Pilot fee, food, refreshments, raffle. 

Flying from 8am-3pm. Free to spectators. 
Visit www.wausaurcsportsmen.com for 

more info. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:flashd@frontiernet.net
mailto:senral@frontiernet.net
http://www.msaero.com/
http://www.wausaurcsportsmen.com/


River Valley Flyers Model Aircraft Club 
2019 Membership Form 

The “River Valley Flyers” are a model aircraft flying group interested in all aspects of Model 

Aviation and are located in Central Wisconsin. We are a chartered Academy of Model 

Aeronautics [AMA] club. All club members must also be AMA Members. We maintain a flying 

site in southern Portage County in the Township of Grant in the Central Wisconsin area. 

 Membership Categories and Dues 

Full Adult Membership....$40  

Age eighteen years and older by January 1st of the year of application. Includes voting rights and 

club field usage rights.  
 

Family/Group Membership....$45 

All members covered by a Family/Group Membership must have a direct spouse or offspring 

relationship, Father-Son, Husband –Wife and or Junior Member. Includes voting rights [except 

for junior members] and club field usage rights. 
 

Junior Membership....$15 

Under age eighteen years old by January 1st of year of application. All junior members need to be 

sponsored by a Full Adult Member even though they are not related by an offspring relationship. 

Includes field usage rights but no voting rights. 
 

Guest Membership:....$20 For someone who belongs to another local club but wishes to access 

our field for flying as well. Includes field usage rights but no voting rights. Must send a copy of 

current  AMA and Local Club Membership Cards with application. 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION (PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY) 

Please bring completed application form below with proof of AMA to RVF meeting or mail to:  

Bob  O'Connor  2220 Lovewood Drive Wisconsin Rapids Wisconsin 54494 

Make checks payable to River Valley Flyers (Only Cash or Check Accepted) 

 

Name:______________________________________________________ 

Address:____________________________________________________ 

City:_______________________________________  Zip:_____________ 

Phone:______________________  E-Mail__________________________ 

AMA#________________   Membership Category:___________________ 

Dues Enclosed:______________________  (Cash or Check Only) 

 


