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From the President: With fall just a few weeks away now and as the 

summer season slowly turns into the fall, I hope that everyone has had 

a great summer so far. This year I had planned on getting out to the 

flying field a little more than I did, but with the ongoing health 

situation and the need to do social distancing, I did stay around home a 

bit more than other years to do my flying. When I did get out, there 

were a few of the regulars and a few rejoining members from the past, 

it was great to see them out enjoying the hobby. It was also interesting 

to see some new aircraft that were out this summer too, including a 

few ducted fan jets as well as other scale projects. It is always interesting to see how well these 

kits perform, and all the technology that goes into them to get them to fly as well as they do. 

In club news, we did get the new club mower up and running last month. Thanks, Rick Clark, for 

the use of this wonderful mower, and to everyone else who helped get this project going with 

getting the mower operational with the bagging system install. Also, thanks to everyone who has 

volunteered so far to take a turn at the weekly mowing. With all the rain we had early on this 

summer, the grass cutting was quite a job to keep ahead of, and the addition of this beautiful 

mower should make this job a bit easier going forward. Also, thanks to all who helped out with  



the field maintenance and follow up field 

irrigating in mid-August also, with many 

hands that project went along quite 

smoothly. 

 There has been a fair amount of activity in 

the club this summer, with the seasoned 

regular club pilots out flying along with 

some pilots that have just joined or rejoined 

our club from years past. It’s great to see 

everyone when they come out. Please 

introduce yourself to those who are new or 

are returning to the club this year and help 

make them feel welcome. This is a great 

hobby with some good people involved in it. 

Elections of club officers for 2021 is coming 

up in the months ahead, and we are always 

looking for and welcoming new people with 

good ideas to continue running the club into 

the future. The positions in the club open for 

renewal are President, Vice President-

Secretary, Treasurer, and Club Safety 

Officer. If you or someone who you know in 

this club is interested in helping fill one of 

these positions, please lets us know and we 

will get you on the ballot. 

With the covid-19 health issue ongoing, we 

have been holding the monthly meetings 

during the summer outdoors at the flying 

field. We have been able to hold the three 

summer meetings outdoors, and I would like 

to try and hold the September meeting out 

there also if the weather cooperates. So far, 

we have done a good job with the social 

distancing out there during the flying part 

and also at the meetings. After this month, 

we will need to find another way to hold 

meetings (not in person) if we are going to 

continue to have them monthly. This is 

something for thought in the months ahead.  

The September club meeting will be out at 

the field on September 2nd at 6:30, just 

before dark with flying beforehand. If the 

weather is inclement, we will not meet this 

month as we are not able to. See you then. 

 

Don 

A Bit from Our Safety Officer 

 

Hi Guys, 

If we ever have a female in the club and 

flying airplanes, I’m going to have to clean 

up my act. But for the time being, Guys it 

is!  

Seems that everyone is flying electric these 

days, well, ‘cept for me and maybe 1 or 2 

others so I thought it be wise to run thru 

most of the phraseology you might run up 

on in your tour of electric power for flying. 

Maybe some of this will help as we get 

away from the glow fuel but we still need 

electric power for receivers and servos. And 

then comes the issues of safely storing and 

charging the batteries. As I’m not the expert 

on this subject, I will suggest you discuss 

this with those of you who are dealing with 

the batteries on a daily basis. I’m sure there 

are many experts in the club who would be 

ready to offer input on the subject. 

 

Glossary: 

Ampere (Amp): The standard unit of electric 
current. The current produced by a pressure of 
one volt in a circuit having a resistance of one 
ohm. 

Battery Eliminator Circuit (BEC): – A circuitry 
that allows the battery that runs the motor to 
also power the receiver and the servos. This is 
often built into the ESC 

Brushed Motor: The traditional type of electric 
motor where brushes make contact between 
the rotor and the stator. The touching of the 
brushes essentially creates the timing and 
current to make the motor spin correctly. 

Brushless Motor: Type of electric motor used in 
RC electric aircraft. Brushless motors are much 
more powerful than traditional brushed motors, 
and are commonly used in electric aerobatic 
aircraft. They can be inrunner or outrunner 
motors. 



Current: The flow rate of electrical energy. 
Measured in Amps 

Capacity:  Is a measure of how long you can 
draw a specified current from a battery. It is 
measure in Amp Hours (Ah), or more commonly 
for the scale of equipment used for electric 
flight, mill-Amp Hours (mAh). 

Electronic Speed Controller (ESC):  The thing 
that controls how much current is given to the 
motor and hence how fast the motor runs. 
Often, they have a BEC (see above) built 
in.  There are two main types – brushless and 
brushed. 

Horsepower (HP): A measure of the rate of 
work. 33,000 pounds lifted one foot in one 
minute, or 550 pounds lifted one foot in one 
second. Exactly 746 watts of electrical power 
equals one horsepower. 

Inrunners: Get their name from the fact that 
their rotational core is contained within the 
motors can, much like a standard ferrite motor. 
They run inside the can. 

Li-Po: Stands for lithium-ion polymer battery. 
These are the most modern kind of battery pack 
being used in electric aircraft. They provide 
enormous amounts of power for their size, 
especially when used in conjunction with a 
brushless motor. 

 mAh (Milliamp Hour): A measure of a battery’s 
total capacity. The higher the number, the more 
charge a battery can hold and usually, the 
longer a battery will last under a certain load. 

NiCD:  Abbreviation for nickel cadmium. They 
are a form of rechargeable battery cells used in 
radio control gear as well as motor battery 
packs. NiCDs are being used less and less these 
days, as NiMH and Li-Po batteries take over. 

NiMH: Abbreviation for nickel metal hydride 
batteries, they are the successors to NiCDs with 
much better performance and up to 3 times the 
capacity for an equally sized battery. Only Li-Pos 
top NiMHs. 

Outrunner: The other type of brushless motor, 
where the outer shell, or ‘can’, of the motor 
rotates with the shaft. The extra inertia 
produces more torque, so outrunners are more 
powerful than inrunners and rarely are geared. 

Power:   For electric models this is a product of 
voltage and amps and is measured in watts. 

RPM (Revolutions Per Minute): The number of 
times an object completely rotates (360 
degrees) in one minute 

Voltage: A unit of electromotive force that, 
when applied to conductors, will produce 
current in the conductors. Voltage is also 
referred to as electrical pressure. 

Watt: The amount of power required to 
maintain a current of 1 ampere at a pressure of 
one volt when the two are in phase with each 
other. One horsepower is equal to 746 watts. 
Watts are the product of volts and amps. 

OK, thank goodness for copy/paste! I 

apologize for the lengthy reading but you 

just might want to save this issue for future 

reference. See you at the meeting on 

Wednesday 02 September. 

Larry Chamberlin  

RVFRC Safety Officer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Some Pictures from At the Field 

 
Larry working on the Weekly Field Mowing 8-24-2020 

 

 

 
More Field Mowing 8-24-2020 

 



 
Field Maintenance Day 8-17-2020 

 

 
More Field Maintenance 8-17-2020 

 

 



 
Late Afternoon Flying From Earlier This Summer 

 
Later Afternoon Flying in Early Summer 

 

RVF September Club Meeting…. September 2nd 2020 6:30 P.M at the Club Field.…Flying 

Before Hand…No Alternate Meeting Site… Meeting will be Cancelled if The Weather is 

Stormy that Night…. Please Practice Your Social Distancing Whenever Out Flying… 

 


